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Supplementary Figure and Table for Results of literature search and main characteristics 

 

Supplementary Figure. Flowchart for the inclusion of inhibitory NIBS studies. Low-frequency 

rTMS (≤ 1 Hz) and cathodal tDCS (c-tDCS) over the non-lesioned non-language dominant 

hemisphere in combination with SLT. 

 

Supplementary Table.  PEDro Scale scores for the NIBS included studies (n=9). 
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5 studies included in 
meta-analysis

from 2012/03/01 to 2014/09/30

111 records identified
PubMed: 46 records
Embase: 37 records

ClinicalTrials.gov: 28 records
 44 duplicates removed 

67 unique records 
screened

 39 records excluded
- non-RCT

28 full-text studies 
assessed  for eligibility

22 studies analyzed for 
qualitative & 

quantitative synthesis

  6 full-text studies excluded
- no double-blinded or unclear randomization (n=1)
- inadequate intervention (n=3)
- multiple publication of the same trial (n=2)

 17 clinical trials excluded 
- ongoing clinical trials or with unpublished results

8 studies included in 
meta-analysis

12 studies 
(previous meta-analysis)

tDCS: 
Elsner et al. (2013): 5 studies

rTMS: 

Ren et al. (2014): 7 studies 

9 unique studies included in meta-analysis

  4 studies excluded
- inadequate intervention 

      4 duplicates
      (already included) 

 

Supplementary Figure. Flowchart for the inclusion of inhibitory NIBS studies. Low-frequency rTMS (≤ 1 Hz) and cathodal tDCS (c-

tDCS) over the non-lesioned non-language dominant hemisphere in combination with SLT. 
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Supplementary Table.  PEDro Scale scores for the NIBS included studies (n=9) 

Author 

& year 

Random 

allocation 

Concealed 

allocation 

Groups 

similar at 

baseline 

Participant 

blinding 

Therapists 

binding 

Assessor 

blinding 

<  15% 

dropouts 

Intention-to-treat 

analysis 

 

Between-group 

difference 

reported 

 

Point estimate 

and variability 

reported 

 

Total 

(0 to 10) 

Heiss  

2013 
Y N Y Y N Y N N Y Y 6 

Seniów  

2013 
Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y 8 

Thiel  

2013  
Y N Y Y N Y N N Y Y 6 

Tsai  

2014 Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y 8 

Waldowski  
2012 

Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y 8 

Weiduschat  

2011 
Y Y Y Y N Y N N Y Y 7 

Floel     

2011 
Y N Y Y N Y Y N Y Y 7 

Kang     
2011 

Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y 8 

You        
2011  

 

Y N Y Y N Y Y N Y Y 7 

N=No, Y=Yes, PEDro= Physiotherapy Evidence Database 


